
 

PHI BETA MU 

 
Phi Beta Mu General Assembly Meeting 

December 19, 2012   7:45 AM 
Hilton and Towers Hotel   Chicago, IL 

The meeting was called to order at 7:45 am. 

The invocation was presented by Buzzy Green. 

The oath was presented by Secretary, David Lambert and introductions were 
made by all attending.  There were 45 members representing 15 chapters from 
throughout the United State and Canada.  

Presented Sheryl Bowhay announced that David Wilson, Immediate Past-
President, and Richard Crain, Immediate Past Secretary, were unable to attend 
due to personal and family illness.  President Bowhay introduced the two newly 
elected member of the International Board:  Barbara Lambrecht (Alpha Chapter) 
and Dwayne Sagen (Eta Chapter).  President Bowhay introduced the two newly 
elected officers:  Paul Worosello, President (Alpha Chapter) and Keith Bearden, 
President Elect/Vice President (Alpha Chapter).  She also extended her thanks and 
appreciation to Lois Wiggins who would be leaving the board after six years of 
service. 

President Bowhay thanked all those members present for their excellent work in 
their chapters.  She continued her marks saying that Phi Beta Mu strives to be 
meaningful to each member – and to our profession.  Some of our ideas and 
initiatives are successful – others not so much!  Please know that we are 
interested in hearing your ideas and suggestions. 



Phi Beta Mu recently had an opportunity that came to us as a request from a 
member.  This resulted in Phi Beta Mu extending an invitation to our membership 
to participate in a research study: no strings attached – no contact information 
shared – and entirely optional.  I received a tremendous amount of positive 
correspondence from members of our fraternity expressing interest in this 
project.  I think we may have stumbled onto something that Phi Beta Mu can do 
that has the potential to be of value to our profession.  We do not have the 
finances or fiscal resources to conduct research as the board of Phi Beta Mu – but 
we have the infinite resources and expertise of our members to facilitate 
research.  Our constitution recommends that we support and coordinate the 
initiation and/or carrying out of research.  I do hope that Phi Beta Mu 
International continues to seek opportunities that can impact our profession in 
this way in the future. 

All of us want Phi Beta Mu to continue to thrive and grow as an International 
organization.  In order to accomplish this, we must continue to respect the 
traditions of our fraternity and be willing to participate in positive change.  We as 
a board are only 12 individuals.  However, Phi Beta Mu is you – all of you!  Please 
participate with us as we continue to strive to be pertinent to our members and 
our profession. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank each of our board members for their 
contributions to Phi Beta Mu International and our fraternity since our last 
meeting.  As individuals – and as a collective they have set the bar high by being 
active and productive.  Phi Beta Mu has accomplished much – as seen in the 
reports presented here in past years and the ones to be presented here today – 
and will continue to do so because of their values and commitment to our 
fraternity. 

The president then called upon David Lambert, secretary/treasurer, to present 
last year’s minutes and the financial report.  Mr. Lambert indicated that the 
minutes had posted on the International web age and that there were copies 
placed in the chairs for the members to review.  After a brief time for the 
membership to read through the minutes, a motion was made to accept the 



minutes as presented by Mike Walsh (Zeta Chapter).  A second was provided by 
Jim Slutz (Gamma/Omega Chapters).  The motion passed unanimously.   

Mr. Lambert then presented the financial report explaining that the year ending 
December 31, 2011 had been reviewed by the fraternity’s accountant and was 
posted on the International web page.  As of December 20, 2012, the fraternity 
had a positive balance of approximately $74,500.00 in its account.  However, that 
figure would change considerably once the Midwest expenses were paid.  Mr. 
Lambert asked for any questions regarding the report.  There were none.  A 
motion was made by Steve Sherman (Mu Alpha Chapter) to accept the report as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Robert Eklund (Mu Alpha Chapter).  The 
motion passed unanimously. 

President Bowhay then called for reports from the various committee chairs. 

Outstanding Bandmaster: 

Keith Bearden reminded everyone that the 2012 Bandmaster of the Year is Mr. 
James Copenhaver (South Carolina) and that he would be honored at the 
breakfast immediately follow the General Assembly meeting. Mr. Copenhaver is 
unable to attend due to health issues, but the award will be accepted by Dr. 
William J. Moody.  Mr. Bearden announced the 2013 Bandmaster of the Year 
would be Mr. James Keene, professor emeritus from the University of Illinois. 

Outstanding Contributor: 

Cathy Williams submitted her report for the Outstanding Contributor Award for 
2012.  The recipient of that award will be Mr. Ed Lisk.  Mr. Lisk will also receive his 
award at the Breakfast following the General Assembly meeting.  Members were 
reminded that the breakfast is free to all PBM members.  Other guests are 
required to pay $25.00.  Ms. Williams announced that the 2013 recipients of the 
Outstanding Contributor Award will be Ken and Yuriko Murakami of Brain Music, 
Japan. 

Constitution and By Laws: 

Chairperson, Rodney Bennett, explained that his committee needed to continue 
to do a little more work on the revision of the document.  The committee had 



hoped to have the revision ready for this meeting, but that it will be ready for 
next year’s meeting.  The committee wants to be sure that any changes submitted 
will not change the original intent of the document. 

Projects and Objectives: 

Lois Wiggins reported that she had sent out 60 requests for chapter special 
projects.  She reported that PSI Chapter was doing a commission project, Mu 
Alpha was taking used instruments to Mexico and Dominica, Zeta Chapter was 
beginning a commission project, XI Chapter was presenting a session at their state 
convention, Alpha Chi began conducting young band director forums at their state 
conference, Lambda Chapter now has a hardback copy of “The History of Missouri 
Bands” by C. Herbert Duncan available for purchase, Tau Chapter hosted the 
second annual PBM Directors Clinic (Two Sessions), Gamma Chapter has a new 
mentor project; ongoing Guest Conductor/Clinic Exchange program, Iota Chapter 
presents a Future Band Director Scholarship/Participating in  a commission 
project for the 40th anniversary of the Kansas Bandmasters Association, and 
Montana is working on a commission project to celebrate their 30th anniversary 
of that chapter. 

Extension/Advocacy/Professional Development: 

Paul Worosello introduced Mark Reed, the president of our newest chapter, Beta 
Gamma, in British Columbia. Regarding the Resource Library that had been 
discussed, Paul said that there already was a large source of information that 
could be found on the internet.  There was also a question of copyright that could 
become an issue in posting to a resource library.  However, a blog would probably 
not be a problem.  He indicated that the idea for resources on the public web-site 
was still a good idea and that we would continue to investigate all possibilities. 

Commission Project:   

The consortium member chapters comprise 16 chapters from the United States 
and Canada.  The amount donated to the project thus far is $4,000.   The 
responsibility for the International Chapter is $8,000.00.   Mark Camphouse has 
completed the composition “Homage to the Dream” and the composer will 
conduct the premier performance with the Greater Dallas Youth Orchestra Wind 



Symphony at the Texas Bandmasters Association’s Conference in July, 2013 in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Newsletter: 

Alfred “Buzzy” Green presented the newsletter report.  He told the body that we 
would continue to do two newsletters per year and that we might look at doing 
some more unique and different things with the newsletter.  It would continue to 
recognize people doing good things for bands and band performance, but it could 
also be used as an instructional journal, an in memoriam vehicle, chronicle 
historical perspective, chapter reports, etc.  What we are doing is good, but he 
welcomed any ideas that the membership might like to suggest. 

Public Relations: 

Mike Townsend presented the public relations report encouraging the 
membership to be sure and keep their emails up to date as that was our primary 
mode of communication.  He encouraged those present to take this request back 
to their chapters, but it was the responsibility of the individual member to keep 
this information up to date. 

Webmaster Report: 

Robert Eklund told those present that when correcting their email to be sure that 
it was correct.  A wrong letter or numeral would result in them not receiving the 
information.  He said that things were going well and congratulated the Gomez 
Team for their design of the International Web Page.  He also encouraged every 
chapter to develop a web page of their own. 

Under New business, David Lambert informed everyone about modifications to 
the Outstanding Bandmaster Certificates to make it non-gender and the Hall of 
Fame Certificates to read “Bandmasters Fraternity” rather than “School 
Bandmasters Fraternity.”  He also indicated that  the International Chapter would 
no longer provide a “hard copy” of the Constitution and By-Laws as these 
documents were on the International Web Page and could be accessed by the 
membership in that format. 



President Bowhay called Lois Wiggins to the front of the assembly and presented 
her with a plague in recognition of her service on the board.  Lois said that she 
had enjoyed her time on the board.  She has made new friends and would 
continue her work and dedication to Phi Beta Mu.  It has been a humbling 
experience.  She thanked everyone for the opportunity to serve our organization. 

President Bowhay then presented Paul Worosello with his Presidents Pin and 
Keith Bearden with his Vice-president/President Elect pin and welcomed both to 
their new position.  Paul Worosello then thanked Sheryl Bowhay for her service 
and apologized that her plaque had been left in Houston, but that it would be 
sent to her as soon as possible.   

The assembly was reminded of the Awards Breakfast immediately following the 
meeting.  It would be held in the adjacent room and was free to members.  A 
motion was made and seconded and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


