
 

 
 

PHI BETA MU 

 
PHI BETA MU INTERNATIONAL BANDMASTERS FRATERNITY GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING  

Chicago Hilton Hotel   Chicago, IL  
December 17, 2015 

(Since committee reports have to be abbreviated due to time constraints in the General 
Assembly Meeting, some of the reports have been extended to include all of the 
information that might be of interest to the general membership.) 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 A.M. 

The invocation was led by Paul Worosello. 

President Worosello then addressed the membership:  “For me, it has been an honor to serve in 
this capacity for the past three years. The International Board is an amazing group whose 
knowledge, professionalism, dedication and insight have continued to make Phi Beta Mu more 
relevant in our lives. As with all people who are servant leaders, they never get the recognition 
they deserve. I would like to introduce them and mention a bit of what they have done these 
past three years. 
 
Rodney Bennett: Updated our Constitution and Bylaws, something needed for decades, 
a massive project, completed. 
 
Barbara Lambrecht: Responsible for the Outstanding Bandmaster award and member 
of the soon to be inaugurated Earl D. Irons Program of Distinction Award. 
 
Elva Kaye Lance: During this time the commissioning project has become a yearly 
endeavor, rotating between grade levels. 
 
Keith Rudolph: Responsible for chapter profiles, collecting data on how chapters are 
organized. 
 
Dwayne Sagen: Gatherer of information from all chapter projects, that information to be 
more readily disbursed through the newly revitalized newsletter 
. 
Cathy Williams: Responsible for the Outstanding Contributor award and a member of the 
soon the inaugurated Earl D. Irons Program of Distinction Award. 
 



Mike Townsend: Newly appointed Newsletter editor. If you are interested in serving on 
the editorial board, please contact him. 
 
Sheryl Bowhay: Continuing to make improvements to the website and started a 
Facebook page for the fraternity. 
Keith Bearden: Making great strides with interviews of the Outstanding Bandmaster 
recipients and establishing contacts for future chapters at a truly international nature. 
And last but not least, David Lambert, the oil that keeps Phi Beta Mu running so 
smoothly. He provides the organization for all the events at this convention. He oversees 
passwords on the website and orders/distributes all the materials for each chapter to 
operate. 
 
Two constitutional changes will provide important, positive opportunities for the 
fraternity. Allowing the International Board to conduct business outside of the annual meeting if 
needed, will allow us to respond/react more quickly to our rapidly changing society. 
Term limits will allow more people to be involved in International activities.  
 
It is our hope that we can continue to expand involvement like has happened with the Program 
of Distinction. Travis Weller and Jo Ann Hood served on this committee. (Please stand if 
you are here). Five chapter members will be selected to select the recipients of the Earl D. 
Irons Award. My hope is we continue to look for ways to involve more people in 
International events and activities. 
 
On a negative note, voting was down about 30% over last year. How many of you 
experience going to the website, trying to log in and not remembering your password? 
We will be sending out some important bulk emails at the start of the New Year, and will 
be monitoring to process to be sure that everyone is receiving communication in a timely 
manner. 
 
I am excited about the future of Phi Beta Mu. What makes an average worker in most 
professions with respect to commitment, work ethic and creativity does not even make 
the radar for your typical band director. Our standard of expectation as the norm is so 
much greater than most professions. A good friend, Randy Storie, passed away this past 
year. He used a statement with his band that everyone adopted as a foundation for doing 
this funny animal called band. It explains why this activity remains so exciting and 
vibrant. That statement is, “Nothing we have done will ever be good enough again.” 

President Worosello had everyone stand and introduce themselves and which chapter they 
were representing. We had 60 in attendance from 14 chapters, plus one honorary member. 

President Worosello congratulated Barbara Lambrecht and Dwayne Sagen for being re-elected 
to the board.  He congratulated the newest member of the board Jay Watkins (Omicron 
Chapter).  He also congratulated Elva Kay Lance for being elected to her new position on the 
board, Vice President/President Elect.” 

 

 

David Lambert led the chapter in their reaffirmation of the oath. 

Secretary Lambert then presented the secretary/financial report. 



Secretary/treasurer, David Lambert provided the financial report. Mr. Lambert then 
presented the formal review of the 2014 budget by the accounting firm of Cooper and 
Deska. Mr. Lambert then presented informational items regarding the current year’s 
budget and how the international funds are utilized. He indicate that the current bank 
balance is $69.059.31. He stated that Midwest expenses would deplete that fund by 
approximately $20,000.  
 
He said there were no chapters with whom he is able to contact in arrears with their dues. 
He said when chapters become delinquent that an email be sent to the chapter secretary and 
the chapter president stating that the chapter will become inactive unless the dues are paid.  
Chapters that he has not been able to contact were Maryland (alpha Iota), West Virginia (tau), 
and North Carolina (Lambda Nu). Hawaii will remain inactive as that chapter no longer exists.   
 
He said the current number confirmed for the Awards Breakfast was approximately 65   
 
A motion was to accept and seconded to approve the report. It passed unanimously. 

 
 
President Worosello asked for reports to begin from the various board members.  
  
Barbara Lambrecht presented the report reminding all that the 2015 Bandmaster of the 
Year is Anthony J. Maiello. 
 
 She also announce that the 2016 Band Master of the Year would be Colonel Akira 
Takeda. 
 

Colonel Akira Takeda joined the Japan Ground Self Defense Force Central Band in 
1980 after graduating from Musashino Academia Musicae as a trumpet major. He 
served as commander of the 2nd Combined Brigade Band (Kagawa), the 1st 
Division Band (Tokyo) and the Northeastern Army Band (Sendai) as well as leader 
of the performance and training sections and chief of the education division for the 
Central Band. He was appointed to his present position in August, 2007. He studied 
conducting with Kazue Kamiya. COL Takeda is a member of the Japan Band 
Directors Association, the Japan Society Sousa, and holds membership in the 
American Bandmasters Association.  He has guest conducted The U. S. Army Band 
"Pershing's Own" in 2009, The U. S. Military Academy Band - West Point in 2012, 
and the Midwest Clinic in Chicago for the Japanese guest band, Kogoshima Joho 
High School in 2013.  He has received the John Philip Sousa Foundation's Col. 
George S. Howard Citation of Musical Excellence of Military Concert Bands. 

Cathy Williams Presented the Outstanding Contributor to Bands Committee Report.  
She reminded the board that the 2015 Outstanding Contributor to Bands selection 



for 2015 is Mark Camphouse. She announced that the 2016 would be Chip 
Averwater. 

 

Rodney Bennett Presented the Constitution Committee’s report.  He explained that 
there were two amendments that need to be voted on at the business meeting. 
Verbiage would be added to reflect a term Limit of two terms for directors and honorary 
membership could be bestowed an individual outside the fraternity by a majority vote of 
the membership rather than a unanimous vote by the membership. These individuals 
may be (rather than shall be) considered international in scope and may be (rather than 
shall be) listed in the International Membership Roster.  The international Board will 
make the decision on International recognition of Honorary Membership. 

President Worosello a change to the constitution that would allow us to conduct the 
business of the fraternity at times other than the annual business meeting. The annual 
Midwest business meeting will still be the focus for fraternity issues. Our constitution 
restricts conducting business only to the December meeting. We are still operating the 
way the fraternity has always operated, without incorporating the possible opportunities 
with the advent of technology. With the advent of emails, we now have the opportunity 
to resolve issues on a timelier basis. This needs to be approved by the membership at 
the business meeting.  

A motion was made to approve by Steve Sherman.  It was seconded by Travis Weller.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 
Dwayne Sagen presented the Committee Report for Special Project and Objectives.  He 
indicated there were three things that he noticed about all the chapters seemed to be 
involved with.  These were honoring members, donations for scholarships and projects, 
and service.  He gave overviews of the following projects reported by chapters pursuing 
these endeavors: 
 
 ALPHA Chapter, Texas – The Chapter’s TBA Clinic Committees recommended two 
clinics for the July 2015 Texas Bandmasters Association Convention in San Antonio. 
The Chapter’s Outstanding Contributor Award this year was awarded to James B. 
Sinkule, Sr. of Longview.  Their Young Bandmaster Award was presented to Levi 
Chavis from Ronald Reagan HS in North East ISD in San Antonio. The Chapter’s Hall of 
Fame Committee outlined goals, eligibility requirements, and encouraged the Fraternity 
at large to give nominations of those eligible for the Hall of Fame in 2015 to: Thomas 
Bennett, Raul A. Gonzalez, James Hagood, Reynaldo Meza, Jr., Dr. Tom Shine, James 
Snowden, Scott Taylor, and Marion West. In addition, the Chapter has an ongoing 



project called the Band Director’s Support Network.  This service of Alpha Chapter 
provides free clinics mentoring, or class coverage so that the participating director may 
observe another director off campus.   

DELTA Chapter, Mississippi – The Chapter began a mentoring program this year to 
help young band directors.  They invested in a series of teaching videos (that are on the 
Mississippi Bandmasters website for viewing) concerning many aspects of teaching 
classroom discipline, warm-up procedures, handling required paperwork needed for 
participation in state sponsored festivals, and music selection among other topics.  They 
assigned members to get in touch with young directors and asked them to make contact 
with them to start a dialogue. They are planning a “Meet and Greet” in the future to get 
to know them better.  

ETA Chapter, Tennessee – The Chapter continues to recommend and select the next 
year’s Tennessee All State Band Clinicians for the TMEA All State Convention.  This 
past year the Chapter contributed a significant amount of money to two new band 
commissions honoring legendary deceased Eta Chapter Bandmasters Joseph T. Smith, 
Retired Director of Bands at Middle Tennessee State University, and Dr. W.J. Julian, 
Retired Director of Bands at the University of Tennessee. 

LAMBDA Chapter, Missouri – The Chapter sponsored the Claude T. Smith  
Composition Contest which is funded and awarded every three years.  The $5,000 prize 
for the 2016 contest winner will be presented on January 29, 2016, at the Chapter’s 
annual business meeting/luncheon.  The winning composition of the 2016 contest is 
SPARK! by Robert Langenfeld.  Robert is a 2013 graduate of Northwest Missouri State 
University. SPARK! will be premiered by the Clayton High School Band, Rob Nichols, 
Director, on January 28, 2016, at the MMEA Conference.           

LAMBDA IOTA Chapter, Toronto, Ontario – “The Chapter has two new projects to 
report.   First, eighteen months ago they began to induct more Honorary Lifetime 
Members, a continued project from the beginning of the Chapter.   Stephen Chenette 
was inducted in November 2015.  Chenette is a graduate of the Curtis Institute, studied 
trumpet with Armando Ghitalla, Rafael Mendez, and William Vacchiano.  He has played 
Principal Trumpet with the Denver Symphony, Boston Pops, Minnesota Orchestra, and 
the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra. He was appointed to the Faculty of Music, University 
of Toronto in 1972. But of greatest significance to the members of Phi Beta Mu, would 
be the fact that as a young boy, Stephen Chenette studied trumpet with our founder, 
Colonel Earl D. Irons.  Our brothers and sisters from Alpha Chapter would be familiar 
with Stephen’s father, Ed Chenette, composer of TEXAS TECH ON PARADE. In July of 
2014, Donald Coakley was inducted as an Honorary Lifetime Member. A noted 
composer of music for band, choir, and string school ensembles, Coakley was a student 
of Vincent Persichetti, and was a recipient of two Presser Foundation Scholarships, and 
a nominee for a Woodrow Wilson.” 



Also in July 2014, “Donald McKellar was inducted as an Honorary Lifetime Member.  He 
is the founding Associate Dean of Western University (formerly University of Western 
Ontario) Faculty of Music, and the founding Chairman of the Music Education 
Department. He is an Honorary Life Member of the Ontario Music Educators’ 
Association and the Ontario Band Association, in appreciation for his contribution to 
school music and commitment to establishing bands in Ontario.” 

And secondly, “Open rehearsals - in an effort to provide a valuable resource to our 
professional community, members of Lambda Iota will be opening their rehearsals in the 
new year, to share repertoire, rehearsal techniques, and personal philosophies in music 
education.” David Lunn, Chapter President 

MU ALPHA Chapter, Alberta – The Chapter members and their Band programs are 
helping a band program in Mexico through donations of instruments and supplies. 

NU Chapter, Pennsylvania – “The Chapter of PBM continued to build upon their 
existing scholarship program this past year.  The amount of the scholarship for a high 
school senior majoring in Music Education increased for the second year in a row.  An 
additional project included the formation of a Lifetime Achievement Award to recognize 
our Brothers/Sisters in the Nu Chapter that have exhibited outstanding achievement and 
service to PBM for more than 30 years.  In addition to this award, our Brothers who 
formed the Nu chapter were recognized and presented with a plague at our annual 
luncheon and meeting.” Lisa Hummel, Chapter Secretary 

PHI Chapter, New Mexico – “I have already sent a report to the secretary but I would 
like to inform you that we have an ongoing assessment from each member to pay for 
the composition project our chapter has been involved with for years.  Our last project 
was “El Symbolo de Zia” by Dr. B.J. Brooks.  This was performed at our All State 
Convention in 2012.  We have about $3,000 in our fund for the next composition.” David 
Allen, Chapter Secretary 

PSI Chapter, Kentucky – “On behalf of the Psi Chapter of PBM Fraternity, it is my 
pleasure to announce the establishment of the first annual Phi Beta Mu Concert Band 
Festival for High School and Middle School Bands in Kentucky!  The members of our 
chapter have wanted for years now, to somehow recognize the outstanding work that so 
many of our band directors do with concert bands in our State.  After much discussion 
and deliberation, this festival has now come to fruition.  We envision this becoming a 
showcase for the finest concert bands in Kentucky.  On Saturday, March 12, 2016, four 
high school and two middle school bands from across the State will be afforded the 
exciting opportunity to perform and be worked with by Ray Cramer, Emeritus Professor 
and Conductor of the Wind Ensemble from Indiana University.  Bands will also watch 
the other ensembles perform on stage and witness Mr. Cramer work with each 
ensemble.  A special thank you to Nan Moore and Louisville Male High School for 
hosting this inaugural event.”  Troy Stovall, Chapter President  

The report was approved unanimously. 



 

 

 

 

Keith Rudolf presented the Public Relations Committee report: 

He explained that following up on a project begun late in 2014, all chapters have again 
been encouraged to develop a Chapter Profile. At last year’s meeting, 7 chapters had 
completed profiles: Alpha, Texas; Alpha Theta, Nebraska; Gamma, Indiana; Lambda, 
Missouri; Lambda Iota, Ontario; Mu Alpha, Alberta; and Nu, Pennsylvania. 

A Chapter Profile Worksheet was developed and sent to all the chapters as a guide to 
gathering needed information.  

This year 11 more chapters have completed a profile including: Alpha Chi, Virginia; 
Alpha Gamma, North Dakota; Iota, Kansas; Mu, Ohio; Omicron, Arkansas; Phi, New 
Mexico; Pi, Wisconsin; Sigma, South Dakota; Tau, West Virginia; Theta, South 
Carolina; and Zeta, Georgia. 

Several other chapters have been working hard to gather their historical records and 
some of the chapters that have not yet submitted a profile are simply trying to be 
thorough. Chapters that have recently corresponded include: Beta, Oklahoma and Eta, 
Tennessee. We also still hope to get profiles from: Beta Gamma, British Columbia; 
Delta, Mississippi; Epsilon, Louisiana; Kappa, Colorado; Kappa Theta, Minnesota; 
Lambda Alpha, Connecticut; Lambda Mu, Montana; Omega, Florida; Psi, Kentucky; 
Rho, Alabama; Sigma Chi, Wyoming; Xi, Illinois 

 

CHAPTER SURVEY: As an outgrowth of discussions at Midwest in 2014, a survey was 
sent to all chapters in January of 2015. The results are attached and have been 
provided to all chapters that responded to the survey. 

There has been no response from the chapters in Hawaii, Maryland, and North 
Carolina. 

 

  



PHI BETA MU CHAPTER SURVEY RESULTS 

April 13, 2015 

24 Chapters Responding to date:  Alabama, Alberta, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, 
Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Ontario, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, 
South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, Wisconsin. 

WHAT ARE YOUR CURRENT CHAPTER DUES?  
Active Dues     Retired Active Dues 
7 chapters charge $13-20.00   2 chapters charge no dues 
11 chapters charge $25-30.00   15 chapters charge $6-15.00 
4 chapters charge $35-55.00   5 chapters charge $25-40.00 
 
ARE YOU AWARE OF THE PBM FACEBOOK INITIATIVE?   
At the time responses were made,  
12 chapters were aware of the PBM International Facebook Initiative and 12 were not.   
17 of the respondents are currently on Facebook and 3 plan to join. 
3 respondents requested help to join the International group.  
13 plan to invite their members to join the International group. 
 
DOES SOMEONE FROM YOUR CHAPTER USUALLY ATTEND MIDWEST? 
19 chapters usually have someone in attendance at the Midwest Band/Orchestra Clinic 
1 chapter does not. 
4 chapters don’t know for sure. 
 
DOES YOUR CHAPTER HAVE A CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS? 
12 chapters have their own constitution and bylaws. 
12 chapters do not. 
 
DOES YOUR CHAPTER OUTINGS OR GATHERINGS: 
13 chapters have one or more gatherings in addition to their annual meeting. These 
take various forms an include receptions, golf outings, luncheons, and meetings. 
8 chapters do not have any gatherings beyond the annual meeting. 
 
WHAT ARE YOUR CHAPTER’S ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS? 
16 chapters expect members to attend at least every other meeting and require excuses 
for absences. 
8 chapters do not have a formal policy regarding attendance. 
 
IF YOUR CHAPTER SPONSORS COMMISSIONS, HOW DO YOU CHOOSE THE 
COMPOSER? 
12 chapters have or hope to do commissions. Most have chosen a composer from their 
own state. Most composers were selected by a chapter committee. 
 



DOES YOUR CHAPTER GIVE AWARDS? DO YOU HAVE A WRITTEN 
PROCEDURE? 
19 chapters give awards. 
3 chapters have a committee that selects candidates. 
17 chapters have written guidelines for selection. 
WHAT IN YOUR OPINION CAN PBM INTERNATIONAL DO BETTER? 
Encourage better attendance at the Midwest PBM activities. 
Be more welcoming at the Midwest meeting. 
Provide chapters a better value on chapter dues paid. Explain how the money is spent. 
Make sure chapter secretaries know what things they need to submit. 
Update the website more often. 
Update the official handbook to make it more possible to operate while meeting once a 
year. 
Create a magazine 
Encourage more collaboration and sharing of information between chapters. 
(Each of these was suggested by one chapter, which is not unusual for an open-ended 
question). 
 
WHAT DO YOU LIKE BEST ABOUT PHI BETA MU? 
17 chapters mention fellowship/camaraderie. 
8 chapters mention the high regard/honor of membership. 
2 chapter mentions service to the profession. 
1 chapter mentions meeting International members at Midwest. 
 
WHAT DO YOU LIKE LEAST ABOUT PHI BETA MU? 
14 chapters have no concerns. 
6 chapters feel it is hard to get things done on one formal meeting a year (various 
wordings). 
2 chapters disappointed by members who don’t attend/communicate. 
2 chapters would like to see more and quicker follow-up on items from the Annual 
General Meeting in Chicago. 
 
We hope to hear from the remaining chapters and to that end invite any member 
of the following chapters to contact Keith Rudolph at gkrmusic@gmail.com for a 
link to the survey so your chapter can be represented:  British Columbia, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Maryland, North Carolina, 
Oregon, West Virginia, and Wyoming. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to accept the report.  The report was approved 
unanimously. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:gkrmusic@gmail.com


Keith Bearden presented the report for the Extension Committee and Special Projects.  

For extension, he explained that work has been accomplished in chartering a new 
chapter in Brazil.  Mr. Andre Oliveira has shown tremendous interest and has given me 
ten names of other Brazilian directors who meet our qualifications.  Mr. Oliveira wanted 
to come to Texas in February to be inducted as an honorary member into our fraternity 
at our annual Texas Music Educators convention.  The Alpha board has agreed to 
accept him 100%. It is only a formality of getting chapter approval in February.  Due to 
finances and the short time to prepare for this trip, we’ve had to postpone until the 
Texas Bandmasters convention in July.  Hopefully this will be accomplished in July 
setting in motion the first meeting of the 10 invitees in September.  At this meeting as 
per the constitution, election of officers will be held, and the chapter installed.  This 
chapter should be ready by December 2016. 

He also explained that other countries still are being cultivated and are nearing the 
same point as the Brazil contingent.  In order of “closeness”…… Malaysia (Jimmy 
Wong), Denmark (Jan Hansen).  The Board approved funding to translate fraternity 
documents into foreign languages as needed. 

Keith then discussed the status of the “Learn from the Masters” project. 

Work continues on this project of interviewing our Outstanding Bandmasters and 
posting those interviews on the international website.  Derek Gomez, our web designer 
and “keeper” has been wonderful in working to help us get these up and posted 
prominently so they are easy to find.  These interviews offer great insight into the lives 
of the “masters” of our profession and are interesting for both young and old.  
Recordings are up on the website on each person’s photo page. 

 



A motion to accept and was seconded. The motion and it passed unanimously. 

 

 

Elva Kay Lance presented the Commission report. The continuing project of 
commissioning works for band at various levels of difficulty is continuing.  She explained 
that next level to be commissioned is grade 1 - 2.  She announced that William Owen 
has been approved to compose this work. 

 

 

President Worosello presented Mike Townsend as the fraternity’s new Newsletter Editor 
with the approval of the membership at the business meeting. 

Mike presented his proposal for implementing a new electronic newsletter. 

Mike said that he was pleased to be offered the position of PBM Newsletter Editor and I 
am pleased to accept the position!  

He said that his view “for the immediate future” is that PBM will publish Current 
Newsworthy Items at least twice each year to the PBM International Website (old news 
is no news). 

However, he felt that four editions per year would be an ultimate goal. 
[Spring/Summer/Fall/Chicago]  

These might correspond to: 

• January – “what happened at Midwest” 
o Include any changes to the Board (public) 
o Minutes from AGM (members only) 
o Summary from the PBM Exec. Treas. of the PBM activities of the past 

year (public) 
o Picts from Midwest of presentations, etc. --- (both a “members only” and a 

“public” section) 
o Message from the President (past or present) 
o AND --- 

 In 2016, send a request to membership to become a 
contributor to the Editorial Committee and/or to let their name 
stand for inclusion on the “Editorial Staff” 

 Each Chapter should have a member responsible for submitting 
“stuff” for their Chapter on the Editorial Committee 

 The Editorial Staff would consist of a “limited number” of members 
chosen by the Editor from the Editorial Committee who are also 
willing to serve as Editorial Staff. 



• The Newsletter Editor would review the members of the 
“staff” annually and solicit replacements as required. 
 
 

• May - “end of the school year issue”  
o This issue will rely on input from Chapter Editorial Staff --->   (no thumb = 

no plum) 
o Message from the President and/or reports from the Board 
o Any additional “PBM Newsworthy events” 

 

• August – “start of the new school year issue”  
o Again, this issue will rely on input from Chapter Editorial Staff 
o Plus a message from the President and/or reports from the Board 
o Any additional “PBM Newsworthy events” 

 

• November – “Midwest preview issue” 
o Includes upcoming meetings/times/places 
o As always will highlight the “Outstanding” 
o Plus a message from the President and/or reports from the Board 
o Any additional “PBM Newsworthy events” 

 

In addition to the above - He proposed that we begin to “republish” and     
subsequently digitally archive the PBM 
Newsletters from the past. 

A motion was made to accept.  It was seconded by Jim Slutz.  The motion 
passed. 

 

 

Sheryl Bowhay presented the Web site report and the Implementation of a 
Facebook page for the fraternity. 

She stressed the importance of continuing to promote transparent communication as 
board members/executive officers are copied on all pertinent correspondence and 
requests. 

The Fraternity continues to develop the site to continue to make it a valuable and 
versatile resource for the membership. 

The Website proves to be an excellent resource for the International Board by providing: 

• storage of records/documents/archives 
• resource page for International Board members 



• vehicle for communication re: ongoing programs, events and news. 
• efficient execution of annual board elections 

 

She offered congratulations to Keith Bearden for providing numerous updates to the 
“Learn from the Masters” series. This exciting resource is located on the Outstanding 
Bandmasters & Contributors page, as well as in the Resource Library. 

Thanks to Keith Rudolph for adding more Chapter Profiles to our Chapter Directory.  

All board members are encouraged to update content throughout the year. 

The process would be: 

• get the information to Past President and copy to President 
• dialogue, edit, approve 
• website team posts 
•  

She expressed gratitude and appreciation to the Gomez Team (Derek and Marnie) for 
their professionalism, passion and expertise. They are doing a great job for PBM! 

Areas of Growth: Engagement 

The opportunity to share resources with the public and our members is an area of growth 
for our fraternity and the website. 

Future Development: 

• Resource Library 
• Links 

 

Membership Directory email addresses that are not current continue to be an issue. To a 
certain point we need to continue to mentor these chapters/individuals and encourage 
them to enter email addresses into the database.  

• Reception with Chapter Executive/Secretaries at the Midwest is one step towards 
improving this important exchange. 
 

• International Executive Secretary - David Lambert to provide each International Board 
member with one chapter to contact, follow up and mentor. 

 
 
Reiterate that any Chapter that does not have a website can have their own site set up. 

PBM Website Audience Overview 

Data collected from January 1 to December 14, 2015. 

Users:    4,515  = total unique visitors 



Sessions:   6,073  = single visit to the website 

 

Page views:   22,450 

Average Session Duration 2:56 

 

New Visitor:   71.2% 

Returning Visitor:  28.8 % 

 

Election Data 

174 votes were cast in the 2015 Election. 

 

A motion was made by Keith Rudolf to accept the report.  The motion was 
seconded by Jay Watkins. It was approved unanimously. 

 

 

Sheryl then presented information regarding the implementation of the of 
the fraternity’s Facebook page. 

She reinforced that Phi Beta Mu is a non-political, non-profit fraternity organized to 
promote fellowship among its members, encourage the building of better bands and the 
development of better musicians in bands throughout the world, foster a deeper 
appreciation for quality wind literature, and encourage widespread interest in band 
performance.  
 
Access to this page is limited to current membership recognized by the Fraternity to be 
in good standing with respect to their dues and attendance at meetings. Consistent with 
the obligations of members outlined in our by-laws, the use of the Facebook Group to 
promote or advance the professional or personal goals of any single member shall be 
avoided at all times. Because the Fraternity, in the course of business, must evaluate, 
discuss, and make decisions on the qualifications of prospective members, all 
discussions held in Fraternity meetings shall be held in the strictest confidence among 
the members of the Fraternity and should not be discussed in any posts or group 
discussions on the Facebook page. Remember that all obligations and responsibilities 
of fraternity membership apply in the Facebook Group setting. 
 
We ask you to do four things as a member of this group: 



1. Be courteous to all of the members. 
2. Be sure that fellow Brothers and Sisters who receive invitations to the Facebook 

Group are in good standing within the Fraternity at the time of invitation. 
3. Be active in the discussions to make other Brothers and Sisters aware of 

important news, meetings or resources. It takes individual effort to create a 
successful community! 

4. Read, in full, our Fraternity’s guidelines post, GROUP GUIDELINES, in the 
DOCS section of the group 

Enjoy and take advantage of the sharing and networking opportunities presented here! 
 
 

GROUP GUIDELINES 
 
Membership Requirements: 

 Current Active or Retired Active Members of Phi Beta Mu in good standing with 
their state chapter. 

Posting Guidelines: 

 Be courteous, respectful and professional in all postings and comments. 
 If you ask a question, be sure to check often for replies and, by all means, make 

sure you acknowledge the replies and responses. 
 You may post about any related opportunities related to your school or 

community, BUT please don't post these more than TWICE a month (abusers 
may be subject to removal form the group - See the "Reserved Rights and Legal" 
section below). 

 Neither we nor any third parties provide any guarantee or warranty as to the 
accuracy, timeliness, performance, or completeness of the information found, 
generated, or offered in this group for a particular purpose.  The information 
contained within this group may contain inaccuracies or errors and we expressly 
exclude any and all liability for any such inaccuracies or errors either self-
generated or user-generated and the administrators of this group expressly 
exclude all liabilities for any such error(s) or inaccuracy(ies). 

 Please be mindful of copyright when using this site (see the "Copyright 
Considerations" section below). 

 Please do not unnecessarily spam the timeline with blog posts announcements. 
Posts regarding promotion of a book, product, or website that would enhance 
members’ personal or professional goals are discouraged. Posts regarding 
Chapter news and announcements consistent with the goals of the fraternity will 
be evaluated and approved as they appear. Please personalize the post for the 



group and state why you are posting about it. Posts with links must contain 
personalized text content or they will be deleted. 

Copyright Considerations: 

 Even though this is a private group, it is not a "safe-haven" for violating others' 
copyrights. 

 Do not post anything on this site that is blatant copyright violation or you will risk 
being blocked from sharing further posts. 

Reserved Rights and Legal: 

 Users of this group are subject to all of the limitations, rights, and terms of 
service agreements required by Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/legal/terms. 

 The administrators of this group reserve the right to block your access to this 
group if a user continually abuses the posting guidelines and/or other users of 
the site, or for general misuse of the group reasons. 

 Materials posted to this group (of any kind), the person posting is entirely 
responsible for the content of, and any harm resulting from that content.  By 
making content available, the person posting represents and warrants that no 
infringement on proprietary rights and that person has the authority to post such 
content on our site.  Pornographic, libelous, or defamatory content is not 
permitted on this site and posting of it may result in immediate termination and/or 
criminal prosecution.  

A motion to approve the report was made by Elva Kay Lance and seconded by Barbara 
Lambrecht.  The motion passed unanimously. 

President Worosello explained the appointed position of Webmaster will cease to exist 
as those duties are being handled by Secretary Lambert and Gomez Design. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

President Worosello presented the plans for implementation of the Earl D. Irons 
Program of Distinction.  Members of the committee were Barbara Lambercht (Alpha), 
Joi Ann Hood (XX), and Travis Well (xx). 

Purpose 
 
The purpose of the Earl D. Irons Program of Distinction award is to recognize those 
bands that exhibit and exemplify the founders’ ideals of honoring superior achievement, 

http://www.facebook.com/legal/terms


moral uprightness, and promoting the international development of bands, in order to 
challenge other groups to strive to attain these same levels of achievement. 
 
Nominating Process 
 
The Phi Beta Mu Earl D. Irons Program of Distinction is open to all high school band 
programs. Director must have been at that program for at least the previous five years. 
Any Phi Beta Mu member may nominate one program, initial nomination of program 
with director unaware of nomination, similar to how an individual member is nominated 
for membership to a state/province chapter. (Exception: Member may not nominate their 
own program, or program in their feeder system). Director of the nominated school will 
be notified of the nomination by Phi Beta Mu International. Director of the nominated 
school is responsible for providing all supporting documentation needed in the selection 
process. Some video will be required for a representative sampling of the band. 
Submission deadline 
 
Timeline 
 
Academic Year – April 30: Bands may be nominated at any time up to April 30 of the 
current academic year. Note: The earlier the nomination is received, the more time the 
nominated program has to assemble all required material. Name of nominated program, 
director and contact information is sent to Paul Worosello: (worosell@swbell.net) who, 
within a week, will notify director of the nomination by sending a letter of 
congratulations and information on how to proceed. Bands are under no obligation to 
act upon the nomination. 
 
By May 1 at the latest: Director of program will be notified of the nomination 
 
June 1: Strict deadline for submitting all application materials to the Phi Beta Mu 
International website: 
• Application form with completed signatures 
• Three examples of concert band in mp3 format and video compilation in mp4 or 
  FLV (Flash) format 
• All other documentation in pdf format 
 
Application Process 
 
Director will fill out application that can be downloaded from the Phi Beta Mu 
International website. Application form and all requested materials MUST be submitted 
by June 1 to the link provided on the International website. The deadline of June 1 for 
submission of ALL materials will be strictly enforced. 
 
Required mp3 Files 
 
In addition to the application, three mp3’s from performances within two years of the 



date of application will be uploaded to the link on the International website by June 1 
and will consist of: 
- one traditional march (Sousa, King, Fillmore, etc.) 
- significant work written for concert band/wind ensemble 
-one work from the “core”* repertoire of band music- one other 
 
* Following is only a small sample of pieces representative of the core repertoire. Any comparable piece 
is acceptable: 
 
Bennett - Suite of Old American Dances Nelson - Rocky Point Holiday 
Chance - Variations on a Korean Folk Song Persichetti - Symphony for Band 
Giannini - Symphony No. 3 Reed, Alfred - Armenian Dances, Set 1 
Gould - Symphony No. 4 Reed, H. Owen - La Fiesta Mexicana 
Grainger - Lincolnshire Posy Schumann - George Washington Bridge 
Hanson - Chorale and Allelulia Tull - Sketches on a Tudor Psalm 
Hindemith - Symphony in Bb Vaughn Williams - English Folk Song Suite 
Holst - First Suite in Eb Williams - Fanfare and Allegro 
Holst - Second Suite in F Wood - Mannin Veen 
Milhaud - Suite Francais 
 
Note: One of Phi Beta Mu’s charges is the promotion of band music. Whereas there are 
many wonderful transcriptions that are appropriate for performance, the three mp3 
examples must reflect the band repertoire. 
 
Required Video - Submitted in mp4 or FLV (Flash) Format 
A video compilation not to exceed 10 minutes in length will provide an excellent 
perspective of all facets of the band program. It is suggested that the video include 
representative footage from the concert setting, marching band, jazz ensemble and 
chamber groups, and no one excerpt should contain more than four minutes of 
continuous footage. Video must be submitted to the link on the International website by 
June 1. 
 
Additional Required Documentation from concert programs, adjudication sheets, 
concert personnel lists with names highlighted, 
 
Please submit in pdf format the following information. 
 
Performance 
 
• List all repertoire performed the previous five years by Marching Band, Top Jazz 
  Band, Top Concert Band. 
• List a one page sampling of chamber group repertoire from the previous three years. 
 
Awards and Honors 
 
• Submit copies of all adjudication sheets from the previous three years for the top 
  concert band from the Regional or State level of competition. 
• Submit copies of sheets for up to two other state or national level adjudicated concert 
  events from the previous three years. 



• Submit copies of all adjudication sheets from the previous three years for the marching 
  band from the Regional or State level of competition. 
• Submit up to two other state or national level adjudicated marching events from the 
  previous three years. 
• Submit copies of adjudication sheets from two performances by the jazz ensemble 
  from the previous three years. 
• Submit any Distinguished Performances from state or national conventions such as 
  The Midwest Clinic, NBA, WIBC, BOA, etc. for concert band, marching band or jazz 
  ensembles. 
• Any special activities unique to your program may be documented here as well. 
 
• List all students/instrument/year recognized through audition for Regional and All- 
  State accomplishments for the previous five years. 
• Document Solo/Ensemble participation in district or state contests by listing student 
  names and events with ratings for the previous two years 
 
Community – Outreach, Culture and Developing Interest in Bands 
 
• Submit press releases or documents from the previous five years that demonstrates 
  community outreach and involvement. 
• List guest artists or conductors who have appeared with your program the previous 
  five years. 
• List any commissions you have initiated or participated in. 
• List collaborative performances with college/universities or community bands, with 
  documentation. 
 
Leadership 
 
• List specific ways you have enhanced instruction these past five years through the use 
  of master classes, guest clinicians and/or private instructors. 
• List any innovative strategies you have employed. Supply documentation if available. 
• List presentations you have given at in-service clinics or conferences. 
• List regional or state offices held, publications, compositions. 
 
Legacy 
 
• List students, year graduated and current position who have become music educators 
  and have come out of the band program (not restricted to the tenure of the current 
  director). 
• List students, year graduated and current position who have become professional or 
  military musicians and have come out of the band program (not restricted to the tenure 
  of the current director). 
• List students, year graduated and band of students who are playing in community 
  bands and have come out of the band program (not restricted to the tenure of the 
  current director). All additional documentation must be submitted by June 1 to the link 
  on the International website. In order for your application to be processed all items 



  requested must be included. If you are missing any item, your chances of selection will 
  be diminished unless adequate explanation is provided. Your application will be 
  disqualified for consideration if you are missing any required item and fail to provide 
  adequate explanation. 
 
Evaluation Process 
 
The Evaluation Committee will be comprised of five Phi Beta Mu members from five 
different chapters, overseen by someone on the International Board or International 
Executive Officers. Five committee members will be selected by the International Board 
from the list of names submitted by the individual chapters. Each chapter is charged 
with selecting one person from their active membership whose judging experience 
enables an awareness of the standard to be met for this International award. This will 
create a pool of names from which the five evaluators will be selected. How that name 
is selected is up to each chapter to determine. There will be no more than one 
representative from any single chapter. 
 
Timeline 
 
January – May: Chapters send in the name of their representative for the Evaluation 
Committee along with a Bio/Resume that attests to the nomination’s qualifications. That 
name and supporting information will be sent to Paul Worosello by June 1st. 
Beginning of June: International Board selects the panel of five evaluators from the 
submitted names. (This could be done via email voting). Letters are immediately sent 
notifying the individual and that person’s administrator(s) of their selection to this panel 
and thanking them in advance for their service and time to the fraternity and promotion 
of the best in bands and best practices of our profession. June 1 - August 15: (First 
Round) Evaluators will have access to mp3 files via Dropbox. Files will be labeled Band 
A, Band B, etc. to keep bands anonymous. Each evaluator will make a list of those 
bands they feel meet the highest level of performance of quality concert band literature. 
Any band receiving at least three votes (of five possible) will move on to the final round 
of evaluation. 
August 15 - November 1: (Final Round) Evaluators will have access to video 
compilation and supporting documentation via dropbox for those groups qualifying for 
the final round. Bands will now be identified, since anonymity will now be impossible to 
maintain. Judges will evaluate the video compilation and the supporting pdf 
documentation. Based on this material, each judge will compile a list of bands they feel 
are deserving of the award. If three or more judges feel a band is deserving, that 
organization will be honored as an Earl D. Irons Program of Distinction. 
There will be no specified number of programs honored for any given year. 
Winners will be notified by Nov. 1 with presentation made during Midwest of that same 
year. 

The committee felt that it was essential that an award be created that would reflect the 
founder’s ideals.  Recipients should be more than just a good band director.  It should 
also be about legacy not just what is happening today.  What has the program been like 



in the past?  What are ex-students presently doing?  It was decide that the director of 
the organization should be nominated by a member of Phi Beta Mu. 

President Worosello requested said that $1,200.00 to proceed with the development of 
the award. 

President Worosello went through the forms for nomination, news releases, etc.  Each 
chapter will nominate one person to serve on the selection committee.  The board of 
directors will then selected five members to serve on the actual committee.  Paul 
Worosello will serve as chair. 

Keith Rudolf made a motion to accept.  Sheryl Bowhay seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 

President Worosello pointed out that were problems with all the membership receiving 
emails, but Gomez Design has worked to solve the problem and hopefully, it will not be 
an issue in the future.  It will continue to be monitored. 

President Worosello said that the term limits will take effect this next cycle. 

President Worosello discussed archiving older documents. David Lambert said that he 
would get with Richard Cairn and obtain any old documents that he may still have in his 
possession. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Chapters in arrears and unresponsive chapters to emails still need an aggressive 
approach to solve the issues.  While there were no chapters in arrears who could be 
contacted, there are several active chapters who have not responded to emails.  David 
Lambert will look into this and assign various members to try and make contact with 
them and get them back in communication. 

Paul Worosello presented Keith Bearden his president’s pin and congratulated him as 
the new President of PBM International.  Keith then presented Elva Kay Lance with her 
pin and congratulation as the new Vice President/President Elect’ 

Keith presented President Worosello with a plaque honoring him for his service to the 
fraternity 2013 – 2015. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 AM. 
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