
 

PHI BETA MU 

Phi Beta Mu Board Minutes  
December 6, 2009 

Chicago Hilton and Towers  

The meeting was called to order at 8:23 A.M. by President David Willson. 

The reaffirmation of the oath was led by Executive Secretary, David Lambert. 

Each member was asked to stand and introduce themselves and state the chapter they represented.  There were 
approximately 31 members present from eleven chapters. 

President Willson thanked everyone for the hard work during his term as President of Phi Beta Mu International.  
He felt that great strides had been made during the past three years in all areas.  As president, he tried to establish 
mentoring of new band directors as a primary purpose for the fraternity.  He stressed the importance of having a 
band in every community.   The more success small school programs are the more clout we will have with all 
parties concerned…from school boards to state legislatures.  He stated that we need to provide universities with 
feedback regarding their teacher training programs as to how they can make them even better.  He also stressed 
that band goes beyond teaching music.  It builds citizenship and develops responsibility. 

The 2009 financial report was distributed for review.  The fraternity is financially sound with $51,825 currently in 
the bank.  David Lambert explained that he had not ordered many supplies the past year and that the amount 
would decrease when all the Midwest expenses were posted.  He also indicated that the financial report would be 
posted on the web page as soon as everything had been paid and a more realistic balance was established.  The 
financial report was approved. 

The minutes were distributed from the 2008 General assembly meeting for review.  After a correction of spelling, 
the minutes were approved. 

Newsletter Report:  Dr. Alfred “Buzzy” Green requested that members send in more articles for the newsletter.  
These articles might be about a mentor that influenced your teaching, a humorous story regarding a teaching 
experience, or could highlight things that may be going on in your school or your community.  He said that the 
number of newsletters will continue to vary based on need 

Webmaster’s Report:  The election was a tremendous success.  The election seemed to create a lot of interest and 
an enormous amount of people wanted to be involved.  Utilizing online voting brought many more people to the 
website.  We had 1,703 votes cast for this election.  That was the most in recent years.  This needed to be 
continued and more reasons to bring members to the website was encouraged.  It was also indicate that there was 



a lot of room on the website for members to have their own email address so personal emails would not have to 
be used. 

Outstanding Contributor Report:  Timothy Gunter was unable to attend so Sheryl Bowhay presented the report.  
Richard C. Crain was to receive the 2009 Outstanding Contributor Award at the Awards Luncheon on December 18, 
2009.  Mark J. Morette of Mark Custom Recording Service, Inc. was selected to receive the 2010 Outstanding 
Contributor Award at the 2010 Midwest Conference. 

Outstanding Bandmaster Report:  Keith Bearden presented the report and reminded the board that H. Robert 
Reynolds was the recipient of the 2009 Outstanding Bandmasters Award which would be presented at the Awards 
Luncheon on Friday, December 18.  Keith announced Robert E. Foster as the recipient of the 2010 Outstanding 
Bandmaster Award.   

Constitution and By-Laws Committee:  Michael Parks was unable to attend and no report was given.  Rodney 
Bennett will be the new chair of this committee and will be in charge of cleaning the document up so it better 
reflects the current fraternity practices and procedures. 

Extension Committee:  David Pennington was unable to attend and no report was given. 

Project and Objective Committee Report:  Lois Wiggins indicated continued work in placing video interviews on 
the web page and that chapters were being encouraged to report on projects they were doing in their location.   

Public Relations Committee Report:  Mike Townsend reported on the present state of “emails” in the data base. 

• Any emails that are Temp@phibetamu.org were entered in 2001 will be deleted. 
• Any emails that are Holding@phibetamu.org should be retained as this is a “holding bin” for Chapters to 

retain members, frequently those w/o a computer or not presently with an active email. 
• Any emails that are Deceased@phibetamu.org should be retained as many chapters are using these to 

retain the records of deceased members for historical significance. 
• All of the remaining members in a chapter have a “plausible email”. Usually the email is “good/active” and 

in situations where the email “was good/change of address”? then the Chapter Secretary can contact the 
members in question and fix the situation. 
 

Member emails as of today 

1. There are 3259 emails in the Data Base  [3,173 this time last year] 
2. Of  these   804 are Temporary Emails  [ 915 this time last year] 
3. Of these  22 are Holding Emails    [probably included as temps last year] 
4. Of these  49 are Deceased  [many included as temps last year] 

 
Online Election a Huge Success 

The Webmaster has reported that a total of 1,073 votes were cast online!  If you take all emails in the database 
and subtract Temps/Holding/Deceased  then the total eligible to vote is 2,384  (and 200-300 of these are Honorary 
and could not vote).  In essence Phi Beta Mu International had about a 50% response rate for the election!  (That is 
a better “voter turnout” than most political elections receive.) 

Hall of Fame Committee:  Van Ragsdale was unable to attend so no report was available. 

Ritual Committee:  Van Ragsdale was unable to attend and no report was submitted. 

Program Committee:  No report was given. 
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Other/New Business: 

Sheryl Bowhay and David Lambert will research someone to cosmetically re-work the website.  Cost would be 
considered.  No change to the website information would occur, just a bit of a facelift for the opening pages.   

At the 2010 Midwest Conference, there will be two meetings rather than three.  Hotel space and food is very 
expensive and the luncheon will be combined with a breakfast for presentation of awards followed by the 
membership meeting of the general assembly.  David Lambert also suggested that Executive secretaries be 
encouraged to attend the General Assembly meeting because much of the business applied to their role. 

Sheryl Bowhay, President-elect, assigned the following committee chairs to the new board members: 

Outstanding Contributor: Cathy Williams 
Outstanding Bandmaster:   Keith Bearden 
Constitution and By-Laws – Rodney Bennett 
Project and Objective:  Lois Wiggins 
Commissions:  Elva Kaye Lance 
Ritual Committee: TBA 
Extension Committee: Paul Worosello 
Hall of Fame :  Past Presidents 
Public Relations:  Mike Townsend 
Program Committee: David Lambert 
 
David Lambert reminded all about the Awards Luncheon, its location and that the cost would remain at $20.00. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 A.M. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


