
 

PHI BETA MU 

Phi Beta Mu Delegate Assembly Meeting   
December 17, 2010   7:30 a.m. 

Continental Room A: Lobby, Hilton Chicago Hotel 
 

President Sheryl Bowhay called the meeting to order at 7:42 a.m. 
 
Executive Secretary David Lambert gave the invocation. 
 
Members present were asked to stand and introduce themselves and the chapter and state each 
represented.  There were 38 in attendance.  The renewal of the oath was then given by Executive 
Secretary Lambert. 
 
President Bowhay introduced a special guest, Mark Morrette, the recipient of the 2010 
Outstanding Contributor Award.  In her opening remarks, President Bowhay said that she was in 
awe of the people in Phi Beta Mu and each person there today was there due to the impact of 
another member of Phi Beta Mu…in her case, it was Keith Mann and Mike Townsend.  She 
stressed how vital it was to grow and make changes.  She stated that she was excited about the 
current board members and the directions the fraternity was moving.  She stressed the 
importance of the positive impact each member and the fraternity as a whole should make on 
band programs throughout the world.    
 
David Lambert then presented the minutes from the 2009 General Assembly for approval.  A 
motion was made by Robert Eklund to accept the minutes.  The motion was seconded by Travis 
Weller.  The motion passed.  The financial report was presented by Executive Secretary/Treasurer 
David Lambert for approval.  Robert Eklund made the motion to accept the report as given and it 
was seconded by Tony Brenner.  The motion was passed. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Keith Bearden, chair of the Outstanding Bandmasters Committee, reminded everyone that the 
2010 recipient was Robert E. Foster and that he and his son, Randy would be at the awards 



breakfast on Thursday morning to receive the award.  He informed the board that the 2011 
recipient would be David Hollsinger. 
 
Cathy Williams, Chair of the Outstanding Contributor Committee, announced that the 2011 
recipient would be Al Sturchio of San Antonio, Texas. Cathy invited everyone to provide 
suggestions for nominees for the 2012 recipient and reminded everyone that the 2010 recipient 
was Mark Morrette. 
 
Rodney Bennett presented the Constitution and By-Laws Committee report.  He indicated the 
committee felt that much work still needed to done in regards to language updates to reflect 
current communication practices, modern terminology, election procedures, staggered terms of 
officers, and perhaps some definitive sections regarding International and state chapters.  
Hopefully, there will be a document for review at next year’s meeting. 
 
Paul Worosello, Vice President and Chair of the Extension committee presented that report stating 
that the extension committee would like to work toward creating reasons for band directors to 
want to create a PBM chapter in states where one did not exist.  These included the founder’s 
ideals of honoring achievement for band directors with high moral and ethical standards who go 
above and beyond to contribute to the profession and to promote the international development 
of bands.  This could be done by providing workshops and clinics presented by PBM members, 
promoting new music, commissions, and providing advocacy resources for the public.  He felt we 
should have monthly “touch base emails” with chapter officers.  The web page could also be 
utilized to provide information about past Outstanding Contributor and Bandmasters at both the 
international level as well as the individual chapters.  The fraternity needed to develop ways to 
advertise the benefits of creating a chapter in their state and perhaps contact leaderships of states 
and province band organizations for possible presentations about how to start a chapter.   
 
Lois Wiggins, chair of the Projects and Objectives Committee, shared various projects currently 
being done by Zeta, Alpha Theta and Lambda Chapters.  These included Hall of Fame exhibits, 
providing clinics, composition competitions, and history of Missouri bands.  She encouraged 
chapters to share their projects with the international chapter.  We have the capabilities to share 
video interviews and workshops and these will continue to be improved as more chapters become 
involved. 
 
Elva Kaye Lance presented the Commissions Committee report.  She outlined the goals of the 
project which were to create a grade four composition for winds and percussion that would make 
a significant contribution to the existing wind band literature, would be accessible to diverse 
talented wind ensembles at both the high school and collegiate levels, and commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the founding of Phi Beta Mu.  She explained that the board had decided that the 
International Chapter would underwrite the project financially at a cost of $12,000.00 and state 



chapters would be invited to contribute $250.00 to help defer the cost.  All participating chapters 
would be recognized on the cover page and the dedication would read something to the affect 
of…“Commission by and dedicated to the International Bandmasters Fraternity Phi Beta Mu in 
recognition of the 75th Anniversary of its founding”.   
 
Mike Townsend presented the Public Relations Committee report.  He recommended that all 
chapter secretaries be instructed to place every member who does not have an email be placed 
under “holding”.  All unknowns need to be deleted or researched again and their statutes changed 
appropriately to deceased, active, holding, etc.   
 
No report was given from the Hall of Fame Committee. 
 
Robert Elkund provided a Webmaster’s report.  He applauded the history of the web site creation.  
Keith Mann was the person who said the fraternity needed to get into the modern world.  Mike 
Townsend offered his assistance and has been a great help in getting the fraternity where it is 
today.  We now need to get professional help to make the website much more user friendly.  
Hopefully, next year we can announce in December a new website that will better serve the needs 
of our fraternity. 
 
Newsletter Editor’s report was given by Sheryl Bowhay in “Buzzy” Green's absence.  President 
Bowhay explained that Buzzy was serving as his own contractor for his new home in Texas and he 
had to stay there to supervise the construction progress.  She said that Buzzy had sent a written 
report in which he indicated that the Newsletter was well and that opportunities for publication 
have increased.  He felt it was important to acknowledge the work of Phi Beta Mu members who 
contribute clinics and performances to the extensive Midwest Clinic schedule and encouraged and 
welcomed articles written by the membership for the newsletter.  He did indicate that there were 
some issues regarding some members receiving the newsletter and that he was working to resolve 
those issues. 
 
New Business: 
 
President Bowhay presented a brief overview of the website revision project.  She informed the 
membership that Gomez Design would be helping the fraternity with the project to create a more 
user friendly website for both the public side and the membership side.  She stressed the 
importance of the fact that the fraternity would have a team of professionals to assist in the goals.  
She thanked the Board for their work and reminded all in attendance that the awards breakfast 
would begin at 9:00 a.m. in the adjacent room.  She explained that there would be no charge for 
members and a $20.00 fee for guests.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 a.m. 


